
RESOURCE GUIDE

DIY Faith Building Energy Audit Guide
Guide that walks you through conducting your own energy
audit of your faith space

Retrofit and Microfit Action in Faith Communities
Case study examples on how faith communities in the GTA
became more energy efficient

Solar in Faith Communities
Case studies about how ten Ontario faith communities
implemented solar energy

Energy Benchmarking Case Studies in Toronto-
Hamilton

Examples of greening actions in the GTA: 

The Presbytery of Ottawa & Greening Sacred Spaces Ottawa

to promoting environmental stewardship through a spiritual lens

ENERGY, AUDITS, & RETROFITS

NATURE, BIODIVERSITY, & GARDENING

ENERGY STAR KAIROS

Faith & the Common Good 

Greening Sacred Spaces Ottawa 

Tip Sheets on Improving Building Energy
Efficiency and Greening 

Series of infographics with tips & tricks for energy
saving

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy
Benchmarking Program

Case studies on the faith communities that took
part in this energy benchmarking program

Planning guide to
increase energy
and water
efficiency 

Action Workbook
for Congregations

Click 
Here!

Worksheets and
information to
implement energy 
 retrofits

Energy Workbook 
for Religious Buildings

and here!

Native Plant Garden Guide
Guide that outlines how to go about implementing garden spaces
with native plant species

Outdoor Greening Fact Sheets
Useful tips on gardening practices to better your green spaces

Edible Community Garden Guide
Guide that outlines how to create an edible garden

Gardens Built by Love: Faith-Based Community
Gardens

Study on community garden examples from 10 faith communities

10 Outdoor Greening Case Studies
Study that showcases examples of faith
community gardening projects in
Ottawa

Pollinator Support Sheet
Tips on how to better support & sustain
biodiversity in your environment

Maintaining Your Pollinator Garden
Guide with tasks and information on how to encourage pollinators
in your gardens

Action Activity: "Let's Plant Flower Bulbs"
Workbook on how to organize planting activities in your
congregation

Education Activity: Our Endangered Birds
Workbook on how to lead a workshop on Canadian birds

TRCA Green Churches Network 

10 Mission Per Square Foot Case Studies
Case studies from Ottawa area that explore how diverse
faith communities sustainably utilize their buildings

Green Audits 2014: Anglican Church of Canada
and Greening Sacred Spaces

Report on the audits done by Anglican Churches in Canada

St. James Carp Audit Report
Case study on the audit of three sanctuaries in Carp

https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/kairosenergyworkbookforreligiousbuildings.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/864/attachments/original/1599839472/ENERGY_STAR_AWB_Congregations_Cobrand_Faith_and_the_Common_Good_1_REV_%281%29.pdf?1599839472=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/823/attachments/original/1588182625/Quaker_House_-_Case_Study.pdf?1588182625=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/779/attachments/original/1576090332/Case_Study-_Anglican_Church_of_the_Incarnation.pdf?1576090332=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/726/attachments/original/1562173357/St._Brigid's_Parish_Case_Study_June_4__2019_Rev_1.pdf?1562173357=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/715/attachments/original/1561670673/Holy_Trinity_Church__%28Thornhill%29_Case_Study_Rev__1_Feb_20__2019_DL.pdf?1561670673=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/710/attachments/original/1559588506/St._Cuthbert's_Anglican_Case_Study_FINAL_Website.pdf?1559588506=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/283/attachments/original/1522264704/DIY_Walkthrough-FCG_2018.pdf?1522264704=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/230/attachments/original/1519968130/GSS_2011-13_Go_Green_Case-Studies.pdf?1519968130=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/227/attachments/original/1519966700/10-Solar-Solar-Case-Studies-Ontario.pdf?1519966700=
https://greeningsacredspaces.ca/tip-sheets/
https://greeningsacredspaces.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/energy-benchmarking-case-studies.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/270/attachments/original/1520962500/Native_Plant_Garden_Guide_2018Mar12.pdf?1520962500=
https://www.faithcommongood.org/outdoor_greening_fact_sheets
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/239/attachments/original/1520350634/GSS_Edible_Faith_Community_Garden_Guide.pdf?1520350634=
https://www.faithcommongood.org/_gardens_built_by_love_faith_based?fbclid=IwAR0D401dS_Yjx3PDclT-EjLKb4eM8XT44tNZG_XtoAhiysu-quYWbVZCtaA
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/268/attachments/original/1520959665/FCC_WEB_Case_Studies_Booklet_WEB_171214.pdf?1520959665=
https://greeningsacredspaces.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/pollinator-support-sheet-greening-sacred-spaces.pdf
https://trca.on.ca/dotAsset/150579.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/GC_ACTION_ACTIVITY_LETS_PLANT_FLOWER_BULB.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/GC_ACT_EDU_OUR_ENDANGERED_BIRDS-1.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/226/attachments/original/1519966114/MPSF-CaseStudies.pdf?1519966114=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/285/attachments/original/1522505365/Green-Audit-Report-2014.pdf?1522505365=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/286/attachments/original/1522506618/St.-James-Carp-MS-Green-Audit1.pdf?1522506618=


FOOD & WASTE WEATHER & STORMWATER
Faith & the Common Good Green Churches Network

EarthHub Ottawa

Composting Chart
Infographic to understand the do's and don'ts of composting

'Items to Keep Out of the Landfill' Program
The Ottawa Chapter of EarthHub, an environmental
organisation that accepts and collects plastic items as
part of their waste diversion system

Extreme Weather Tool Kit
Guide to understanding extreme weather and achieving
emergency preparedness

Extreme Weather Resilience Hub Case Studies
Study with examples on how faith communities have
prepared for extreme weather

Stormwater Management
Guide that outlines ways to manage rain water in order to
reduce pollution in our waterways

COMMUNITY ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

Project that evaluates
community weather
resilience 

Strengthening the
Role of Faith-Based
Organizations to
Support Emergency
Preparedness

Ottawa
Riverkeeper

Tamarack Institute

Urban Rain Gardens
Poster Set

Rideau Valley
Conservation

Authority
Reducing Your Runoff
Poster
 

ICLEI Collaborative Implementation Groups (CIG) Green Churches Network 

Public Engagement Through Existing Faith-
Based Organization Network

Case study on the environmental initiatives of faith
communities in Brampton

Take Action Tools
Directory of resources to take action on specific themes  

Green Tips
List of year round tips based off of Bible passages

Green Churches Library
Collection of books, DVDs, and files that discuss ecology
and creation within the Church

Education Activity: How Big is Your Ecological
Footprint?

Worksheet to organize a reflection on one's environmental
footprint

Action Activity: Cleaning a Nearby Green Space
Worksheet to organize a cleanup

Action Activity: Car Free Sunday
Worksheet to alleviate the detriments of car use

Faith & the Common Good &
Greening Sacred Spaces

A Guide to Developing a 'Green Team' in Your
Faith Community

Guide to starting and running an environmental team 

Faith and the Environment Toolkit
Guide that aims to empower and engage faith
communities in building a safe, healthy and sustainable
future

Greening in Faith Communities: Ten Community
Profiles

Case studies on the community actions of 10 Ontario
faith communities

Youth Voices Outreach Manual
Guide on how to organize an interfaith youth group

Regeneration Works Case Studies
Reports on how faith groups in Ontario have enhanced
their community spaces

Financing Options for Greening
Your Sacred Space

Overview of funding opportunity
options for green initiatives, such as
information on loans and grants

Catholic Eco-Investment
Accelerator Toolkit

Guide to help faith institutions
align their investments with their
mission, vision, and the climate
crisis

https://www.faithcommongood.org/greening_sacred_spaces
https://www.greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/COMPOSTABLE.jpg
https://www.earthub.ca/mycityottawa
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/241/attachments/original/1520351127/Ready-Emergency-Preparedness-FINAL.pdf?1520351127=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/229/attachments/original/1519967856/Resilience-Hub-Case-Studies-Oct-5-FINAL.pdf?1519967856=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/269/attachments/original/1520961697/fa3.pdf?1520961697=
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/316071/Resources/Case%20Studies/Emergency%20Preparedness%20casestudy%20final%20November%202018.pdf?__hstc=163327267.59032aaa651d3079aaf12ced32cd63da.1643153167573.1643153167573.1643153167573.1&__hssc=163327267.2.1643153167574&__hsfp=1023782096&hsCtaTracking=0ad9a124-cf30-427c-87ac-39e9a404b24a%7Cf401cb04-80b6-446b-8712-90af6a14c581
https://eadn-wc01-4092020.nxedge.io/cdn/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/4_Urban-Rain-Gardens.pdf
https://www.rvca.ca/about-us/rvca-corporate-services/rvca-about-publications/resources/reducing-your-runoff-poster
https://icleicanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/City-of-Brampton.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/tools/action/
https://greenchurches.ca/tools/education/greentips/
https://greenchurches.ca/tools/education/books/
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/GC-ActivityEDU-footprint.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/GC-ActivityACT-CleaningPark.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/GC-ActivityACT-CleaningPark.pdf
https://greenchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/GC-ActivityACT-car-free.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/233/attachments/original/1520110639/greenteamguide.pdf?1520110639=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/242/attachments/original/1599850997/faith_and_the_environment_toolkit.pdf?1599850997=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/231/attachments/original/1519968400/casestudies08.pdf?1519968400=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/238/attachments/original/1520349855/Youth-Voices-Manual-2013.pdf?1520349855=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/246/attachments/original/1520353253/gssfinanceoptions.pdf?1520353253=
https://www.faithcommongood.org/eco_investment_accelerator_toolkit
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/681/attachments/original/1552436367/Lakefield_FINAL.pdf?1552436367=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/674/attachments/original/1552265934/Leith_FINAL.pdf?1552265934=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/680/attachments/original/1552435634/Kingsbridge_FINAL.pdf?1552435634=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/623/attachments/original/1552443751/St_James_Parry_Sound_draft.pdf?1552443751=
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/faithcommongood/pages/627/attachments/original/1548819965/Little-Wanup_draft.pdf?1548819965=

